
“Those who hope and trust in God and in his future 
reward will have the strength to endure whatever comes 

their way in the present” - Thomas R. Schreiner 

Who wrote 1 Peter and when was it written? 

The authorship of this epistle has been credited to Peter both in the text (1:1) and 
by leaders of the church throughout history (Eusebius of Caesarea (325 AD), 
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons in Gaul (180 AD), and Tertullian (200 AD) to name a 
few). However, there are many who believe that Peter penned this epistle through 
the assistance of an amanuensis (Silvanus / Silas - see 5:12) - This view is often 
suggested as an explanation for the more classical style of Greek used in the letter 
(there are debates whether Peter, being a fisherman, could have written in the 
classical Greek language). If Silvanus was not Peter’s amanuensis, then “through 
Silvanus” the epistle was delivered to the churches on behalf of the Apostle.  

Peter most likely wrote this epistle from Rome (“Babylon” is likely an alias for 
Rome - see 5:13) shortly before his death under the reign of Emperor Nero in the 
early to mid 60’s AD around the time of the burning of Rome (64 AD). 
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D. Edmond 
Hiebert 

                             
“First Peter is 
preeminently an 
epistle of 
triumphant faith 
amid suffering. It 
exultantly proclaims 
the christ-centered 
hope of the 
believer in the 
midst of an 
unbelieving and 
antagonistic world.”         

Edwin A. Blum 
                            
“The tone of 1 Peter 
is a warm pastoral 
one, full of 
encouragement. 
The exhortations 
are addressed to 
Christians who are 
scattered over a 
wide area. They 
share a common 
faith with Christians 
everywhere and 
face common 
problems. Their 
basic problem is to 
live for God in a 
society ignorant of 
the true God.”
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Introduction to The First Letter of Peter 
The Epistle of Living Hope



To whom and why was 1 Peter written? 

Peter’s first epistle was addressed to Christians in 
Northern Asia Minor (Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia) (1:1). These Christians are 
described as “scattered” and “aliens” (1:1), “chosen” 
(1:1), “obedient children” (1:14), “living stones”, 
“spiritual house”, and a “holy priesthood” (2:5), 
“aliens and strangers” (2:11), “bondslaves of God” 
(2:16), “good stewards of the manifold grace of God” 
(4:10), and “Christian” (4:16). These brethren who 
were scattered throughout Asia Minor were 
experiencing persecution because of their faith in 
Christ. Peter sent this letter to offer encouragement 
and exhortation to his brethren to live holy lives by 
following the model of Jesus while keeping their 
focus on and hope in their heavenly home and future 
eternal inheritance. 

“Throughout the nearly two millennia of its existence, the church of Jesus 
Christ has been no stranger to suffering” - John MacArthur 

Chapter Summary and Themes 

(1) The plan and results of salvation; (2) The sanctification of the believer and subjection to the state; (3) The 
submission of the believer in the home and church; (4) The suffering of the believer as a disciple of Christ; (5) 
The suffering of the shepherds of the church and soldiers of Christ. 

Suffering for Christ is a major theme in 1 Peter: “Suffer” (2:20; 3:14; 3:17; 4:15; 4:19), “Suffered” (2:21; 4:1; 
5:10), “Suffering” (2:19, 23; 5:9), and “Sufferings” (1:11; 4:13; 5:1). 

Suffering as a disciple of Jesus Christ is to be expected (see John 15:20; 2 Timothy 3:12). 

Key Verses 

1:3, 23 (Born again to a living hope); 1:18-19 (Redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ); 2:2 (Longing for the 
pure milk); 2:18-25 (Example of Christ’s submission and suffering); 3:1-9 (Submission of the wife and 
husband); 4:13 (Share in the sufferings of Christ); 5:1-3 (The elders who suffer and shepherd); 5:8-9 (Satan 
roams the earth like a lion / Christians are to resist Satan); 5:10 (Suffering strengthens and leads to glory)
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1:1-2:12 
The Salvation of the 

Believer

I

2:13-3:12 
The Submission of the 

Believer

II

3:13-5:14 
The Suffering of the 

Believer
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